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This work is a fascinating analysis of a timeless and timely topic. It treats of the monastic
fact both phenomenologically and philosophically, reflecting on the contemporary role of
monasticism in the acute issue of dialogue among major religions, especially between
Buddhism and Christianity. Hardy’s approach is refreshingly open to the challenge of
religious pluralism; at the same time, it is conscientiously honest in stating the limits of
dialogical discourse when it comes to religious truth claims. Monastic Quest and
Interreligious Dialogue is at once thought provoking, sobering, and inspiring.

*(Dr. Hardy) has given a careful description of monastic life in the west and in Buddhism,
and done so with a knowledge and sensitivity that is truly rare. Moreover, he uses primary
documents and describes directly and with.. . .a carefully non-technical prose throughout.”
David Burrell
University of Notre Dame

“(The Monastic Quest) is an excellent explication of the nature of monasticism and of its
specific reflections in the work of Benedict and Dogen Zenji. It also points beyond the field
of comparative religions to a virtually untouched subject: the possibility of a theological
dialogue between Christianity and other religions.

“The book makes glorious good sense. It asks new questions or old questions in new and
creative ways. Much East-West dialogue has gone on and is going on, and, curiously enough,
monks and nuns have been in the forefront of this dialogue. But, to this point, no one has
seen why thatis o or viewed that reality on a conceptual level. Father Hardy’s book moves
the focus and locus of dialogue from the purely practical, existential, and phenomenological
level to the level of theology. The book is at once sophisticated and accessible.”

John R. Sommerfeld:
The University of Dallas

“Father Gilbert Hardy has undertaken the formidable task of comparing monastic figures
stemmed from traditions as remote from one another as the Benedictine world and the Zen.
“And yet, the result is amazing: This encounter discloses features of our own tradition
of which we would never have had any idea”
Father Pierre de Béthune, O.S.B.
Chairman of the Benedictine
Commission for Interreligious
Dialogue
“Father Hardy has presented us with a notable contribution to (the Buddhist-Christian
dialogue) by focusing on the monastics, that is, on those who experience, rather than theorize
about, Buddhism and Christianity. His comparison between Benedict and Dogen is
innovative and should occasion much fruitful discussion about the cross-cultural features
of the monastic life”
Roger J. Corless
Duke University

Gilbert G. Hardy, a native of Hungary, is a Cistercian monk and professor of philosophy
at the University of Dallas in Irving, Texas. He holds an S.T.D. from Pazmany University
in Budapest, as well as a Ph.D. from the Sorbonne. Hardy has published extensively in the
areas of the philosophy of language. the philosophy of religion, and contemporary French
philosophy.
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